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Cancer 
URL of this page: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/cancer.html 
Also called: Carcinoma, Malignancy, Neoplasms, Tumor 
Cancer begins in your cells, which are the building blocks of your body. Normally, your body 
forms new cells as you need them, replacing old cells that die. Sometimes this process goes 
wrong. New cells grow even when you don't need them, and old cells don't die when they 
should. These extra cells can form a mass called a tumor. Tumors can be benign or malignant. 
Benign tumors aren't cancer while malignant ones are. Cells from malignant tumors can 
invade nearby tissues. They can also break away and spread to other parts of the body. 

Most cancers are named for where they start. For example, lung cancer starts in the lung, and 
breast cancer starts in the breast. The spread of cancer from one part of the body to another is 
called metastasis. Symptoms and treatment depend on the cancer type and how advanced it is. 
Treatment plans may include surgery, radiation and/or chemotherapy. 

NIH: National Cancer Institute
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• Inside Cancer  (Dolan DNA Learning Center) 
• What Is Cancer?  (National Cancer Institute) 
• What You Need to Know about Cancer: An Overview  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Cancer Basics  (American Cancer Society) 
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• JAMA Patient Page: Cancer: The Basics  (American Medical Association) - PDF 
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• Understanding Cancer Series: Cancer  (National Cancer Institute) 
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HealthDay) 
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, American Cancer Society, National 
Cancer Institute) 
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• Diagnosis/Symptoms
• Biopsy: Types of Biopsy Procedures Used to Diagnose Cancer  (Mayo Foundation for 

Medical Education and Research) 
• Cancer Blood Tests: Lab Tests Used in Cancer Diagnosis  (Mayo Foundation for 

Medical Education and Research) 
• Cancer Imaging  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Cancer Staging  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Small Cell, Large Cell: What Do These Cancer Classifications Mean?  (Mayo 

Foundation for Medical Education and Research) 
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• Treatment
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• Cancer Drug Information  (National Cancer Institute) 
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Education and Research) 
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Institute) 
• Understanding Cancer Series: Nanodevices  (National Cancer Institute) 
• When Cancer Returns  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Health Check Tools
• Cancer Risk Questionnaire  (Siteman Cancer Center) 
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• Tutorials
• Inside Cancer  (Dolan DNA Learning Center) 
• Understanding Targeted Therapies: Overview  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Financial Issues
• Cancer Fund-Raising Organizations  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Managing the Cost of Cancer Care  (American Society of Clinical Oncology) 
• Need Help Navigating the Medical Minefield?  (American Cancer Society) 
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System(Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, American Cancer Society) - PDF 
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• Taking Part in Cancer Treatment Research Studies  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Cancer Genetics Overview (PDQ)  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Genetics Home Reference: Bloom syndrome  (National Library of Medicine) 
• Genetics Home Reference: Costello syndrome  (National Library of Medicine) 
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Medicine) 
• Genetics Home Reference: Werner syndrome  (National Library of Medicine) 
• Understanding Cancer Series: Cancer Genomics  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Understanding Cancer Series: Genetic Variation (SNPs)  (National Cancer 
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• 150 Years of Advances Against Cancer  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Cancer Screening among Adults Who Have Survived Childhood Cancer  (American 

College of Physicians) - PDF 
• Cancer  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Gene Toxicity and Cancer  (National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences) 
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• Hair Dyes and Cancer Risk  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Over 100,000 Cancers Linked to Excess Body Fat  (American Cancer Society) 
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References and abstracts from MEDLINE/PubMed (National Library of Medicine)

• Article: Cytopathology including fine-needle aspiration in sub-Saharan Africa: a   
Cameroon experience. 

• Article: Evidence-based mini-review: should all patients with idiopathic venous   
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• Directories
• Cancer Genetics Services Directory  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Find an Oncologist  (American Society of Clinical Oncology) 
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• American Cancer Society   
• National Cancer Institute   
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• National Cancer Institute News Center  (National Cancer Institute) 
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• Law and Policy
• Advance Directives  (National Cancer Institute) 
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(National Cancer Institute) 
• Understanding Financial and Legal Matters  (American Cancer Society) 
• Understanding the Approval Process for New Cancer Treatments  (National 
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• Statistics
• Cancer Data and Statistics  (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
• Cancer Facts and Figures 2009  (American Cancer Society) - PDF 
• Cancer Statistics  (National Cancer Institute) 
• Rates for New Cancer Cases and Deaths by Race/Ethnicity and Sex  (Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention) 
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