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DEEPWATER HORIZON RESPONSE 

NIOSH Voluntary Roster of Deepwater Horizon 

Response Workers 
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NIOSH is developing a voluntary roster of response workers to create a record of those 

who have participated in cleanup activities and a mechanism to contact them about 

possible work-related symptoms of illness or injury, as needed. The Unified Command 

and BP support the roster and the goal of identifying all workers, including volunteers, 

involved in all response/cleanup activities. Workers have the opportunity to be 

rostered during training and at established staging areas (locations to which trained 

workers report for duty each day) in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. 

NIOSH also is rostering response workers online through a secure web site. NIOSH has 

provided the secure link to multiple federal agencies and BP, and has asked them to 

refer workers to the web site to complete the rostering form electronically.  

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/workerroster.html


The number of workers that have been rostered as of 10/14/10 are as follows:  

Staging  Training  Total 

16,206   39,306  55,512 

· NIOSH Deepwater Horizon Data Use and Disclosure 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/pdfs/NIOSH-Disclosure-English-

051110.pdf)  

· NIOSH Deepwater Horizon Initial Roster Form 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/pdfs/NIOSH-Roster-Form-English-

051210.pdf) 

· Letter of Support from the Unified Command and BP for the NIOSH Worker Roster 

(http://ia600105.us.archive.org/8/items/GulfSpillRosterSupport/RosterUcBpSupport.p

df) 

· Procedure for Recruiting Volunteers for Investigative Studies from the NIOSH 

Deepwater Horizon Roster 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/recruiting.html) 

II) - NIOSH Ongoing Health Hazard Evaluation: Deepwater Horizon Response 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/gulfspillhhe.html) 

Updated September 15 
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1 NIOSH Efforts to Protect Oil Cleanup Workers 

NIOSH is protecting oil cleanup workers with the following ongoing efforts: 

· Partnering with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) to provide other federal 

and state partners, BP, and workers with guidance and educational materials 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/pdfs/NIOSH-Disclosure-English-051110.pdf
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(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/#key) for protecting response 

workers. 

· Conducting health hazard evaluations 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/gulfspillhhe.html) and surveillance 

of reported illnesses among workers involved in the Gulf response.  

· Developing a voluntary roster of workers 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/workerroster.html) to obtain a 

record of those who have participated and a mechanism to contact them about 

possible work-related symptoms of illness or injury, as needed.  

· Analyzing injury and illness data 

(http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/data.html) provided to NIOSH by 

BP safety officials to increase awareness of the risks associated with Gulf oil response 

work. 

 

2 NIOSH/OSHA Deepwater Horizon Guidance for Workers  

NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance (Entire Document): 

http://www.herbogeminis.com/IMG/pdf/deepwaterhorizon_niosh_osha.pdf  

Symptoms of Exposure  

Heat Stress  

Fatigue 

Stress 

Respiratory Protection 

 

RESOURCES 

3 NIOSH GUIDANCE 

- Chemical Exposure Assessment Considerations for Use in Evaluating Deepwater 

Horizon Response Workers and Volunteers 

- Health Hazard Evaluation of Deepwater Horizon Response Workers: Interim Reports 

- Managing Traumatic Incident Stress for Deepwater Horizon Response and Volunteer 

Workers 

- Medical Pre-Placement Evaluation of Deepwater Horizon Response Workers 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/#key
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/gulfspillhhe.html
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/workerroster.html
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/data.html
http://www.herbogeminis.com/IMG/pdf/deepwaterhorizon_niosh_osha.pdf


- Medical Pre-Placement Evaluation Indicators for Health Professionals 

- NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance for Protecting Deepwater Horizon Response Workers 

and Volunteers 

- Protecting Workers and Volunteers Responding On-Shore to Hurricanes from the Gulf 

of Mexico 

- Reducing Occupational Exposures while Working with Dispersants During the Gulf Oil 

Spill Response 

4 OTHER NIOSH RESOURCES 

- Health Hazard Evaluation Report on the Exxon/Valdez Alaska Oil Spill  

- NIOSH Presentation at the Institute of Medicine Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Workshop: 

Response of the Federal Government to Health Issues   

- NIOSH Interim Respiratory Protection Recommendations for Deepwater Horizon 

Response Workers 

- Potential Hazards to Deepwater Horizon Response Workers  

- Science Blog: NIOSH's Role in the Deepwater Horizon Response  

- Tips for Deepwater Horizon Workers  

5 HAZARD INFORMATION 

All hazards 

· NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance for Protecting Deepwater Horizon Response Workers 

and Volunteers 

· NIEHS Training Tool: Safety Awareness for Oil Spill Cleanup Workers 

· NIOSH Potential Hazards Summary Table 

Benzene  

· NIOSH Benzene Topic page 

Chemical dispersants 

· NIOSH: Reducing Occupational Exposures while Working with Dispersants During the 

Gulf Oil Spill Response 

· NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance: Chemical Dispersants 

Chemical hazards 



· NIOSH Chemical Exposure Assessment Considerations for Use in Evaluating 

Deepwater Horizon Response Workers and Volunteers 

· Chemical Hazards (for Emergency Responders)  

Fatigue 

· NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance: Fatigue Prevention 

· National Response Team Guidance for Managing Worker Fatigue During Disaster 

Operations 

Fuel oils 

· CDC/ATSDR ToxFAQs: Fuel Oils  

· CDC/ATSDR Toxicological Profile: Fuel Oils 

Heat stress 

· NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance: Heat Stress  

· NIOSH Fast Facts Card: Protecting Yourself from Heat Stress 

Hurricanes 

· NIOSH: Protecting Workers and Volunteers Responding On-Shore to Hurricanes from 

the Gulf of Mexico 

· NIEHS Hurricane Resources 

Mosquitoes 

· NIOSH Fast Facts Card: Protecting Yourself from Ticks and Mosquitoes 

· NIOSH Brochure: Recommendations for Protecting Outdoor Workers from West Nile 

Virus Exposure 

Poisonous plants 

· NIOSH Fast Facts Card: Protecting Yourself from Poisonous Plants 

Respiratory protection 

· NIOSH/OSHA Interim Guidance: Respiratory Protection 

· NIOSH Respirator Recommendations Summary Table 

· NIOSH Respirator Trusted-Source Information Page 

· NIOSH Respirator Page 



Snakes 

· NIOSH Snakes Topic Page 

Stinging insects 

· NIOSH Fast Facts Card: Protecting Yourself from Stinging Insects 

Stress 

· Managing Traumatic Incident Stress for Deepwater Horizon Response and Volunteer 

Workers 

· SAMHSA Mental Awareness in Times of Emotional Distress 

Sun exposure 

· NIOSH Fast Facts Card: Protecting Yourself from Sun Exposure 

6 OTHER GOVERNMENT RESOURCES 

- HHS Safety and Training of Oil Spill Response Workers and Volunteers 

- CDC 2010 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill 

- U.S. Government Restore the Gulf  

 

-- More --  

7 SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

Selected studies on the human health effects of oil spills: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Selected Studies on the Human Health Effects of Oil Spills 
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