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This is a collection of papers translated from the Russian with some revised and updated
contributions. Written by leading authorities from Eastern Europe, the volume outlines the history
of the health and environmental consequences of the Chernobyl disaster. According to the authors,
official discussions from the International Atomic Energy Agency and associated United Nations'
agencies (e.g. the Chernobyl Forum reports) have largely downplayed or ignored many of the
findings reported in the Eastern European scientific literature and consequently have erred by not
including these assessments.
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NEW YORK—*“Chernobyl: Consequences of the Catastrophe for People and the Environment,”
Volume 1181 of Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences, published online in November 2009,
was authored by Alexey V. Yablokov, of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Alexey V. Nesterenko,
of the Institute of Radiation Safety (Belarus), and the late Prof. Vassily B. Nesterenko, former
director of the Belarussian Nuclear Center. With a foreword by the Chairman of the Ukranian
National Commission on Radiation Protection, Dimitro M. Grodzinsky, the 327-page volume is an
English translation of a 2007 publication by the same authors. The earlier volume, “Chernobyl,”
published in Russian, presented an analysis of the scientific literature, including more than 1,000
titles and more than 5,000 printed and Internet publications mainly in Slavic languages, on the
consequences of the Chernobyl disaster.
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Catastrophe for People and the Environment”, therefore, does not present new, unpublished work,
nor is it a work commissioned by the New York Academy of Sciences. The expressed views of the
authors, or by advocacy groups or individuals with specific opinions about the Annals Chernobyl
volume, are their own. Although the New York Academy of Sciences believes it has a responsibility
to provide open forums for discussion of scientific questions, the Academy has no intent to
influence legislation by providing such forums. The Academy is committed to publishing content
deemed scientifically valid by the general scientific community, from whom the Academy carefully
monitors feedback.
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