
Changes to This Summary (03/30/2011)

The PDQ cancer information summaries are reviewed regularly and updated as new information 
becomes available. This section describes the latest changes made to this summary as of the date 
above.

In writing Cancer Information Summaries, PDQ Editorial Boards review current evidence. They do 
not make recommendations. Their work is editorially independent of the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI). The summary on Cannabis and cannabinoids does not represent a policy statement of NCI or 
NIH. The summary statement represents an independent review of the literature; that review is not 
influenced by NCI or any other federal agency.

In light of the attention garnered by the PDQ summary statement on Cannabis and cannabinoids, 
reviewers for the summary on the PDQ Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) Editorial 
Board reexamined the recently posted statement and decided to change the wording, in order to 
clarify the meaning that the Board originally intended to convey and to correct several possible 
misinterpretations. The changes made and the rationales for them are:

• In the General Information section, the wording was revised to make clearer that Cannabis is 
not approved by the FDA for any medical use.

• In the General Information section, a sentence was replaced to add clarification. The CAM 
Board lead reviewers realized that the previous wording could have been misinterpreted as 
being a recommendation for prescribing Cannabis, which was not the intent of the Board. In 
addition, the current evidence for the antitumor properties of Cannabis is discussed only in 
the context of laboratory studies and not in research involving human subjects. It is 
discussed only in the summary section titled Laboratory/Animal/Preclinical Studies.

• In the last sentence of the Adverse Effects section under Cannabinoids, the words “severe or 
abrupt” were added for clarification.

Readers of the PDQ Cannabis and Cannabinoids summary should note that no changes were made 
to the Overall Level of Evidence for Cannabis and Cannabinoids section. This section provides 
levels of evidence related to the use of cannabinoids and Cannabis.

As part of the regular process for all PDQ Editorial Boards, the CAM Editorial Board plans to 
further review the literature and discuss other potential revisions to the summary.

http://www.cancer.gov/Common/PopUps/popDefinition.aspx?id=44271&version=Patient&language=English
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page7#Section_13
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page6#Section_88
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page6#Section_11
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page4#Section_7
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page2#Section_3
http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/pdq/cam/cannabis/healthprofessional/Page2#Section_3
http://www.cancer.gov/Common/PopUps/popDefinition.aspx?id=45333&version=Patient&language=English
http://www.cancer.gov/

